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Lodge Renovation Campaign 

By Jim Beaudoin, Development Director — As many of 
you are aware we are conducting a capital campaign to 
renovate the Lodge at camp. We are over half-way to 
our goal of $1 million in cash, pledges, and in-kind 
gifts.   Many generous people have helped us work to-
ward reaching our goal.  Volunteers continue to be 
ready and willing to help with anything we have asked 
of them. 
 
During the last half of 2009, we began our campaign in 
earnest.  We have been meeting with supporters indi-
vidually in Yakima and on the west side of the Cas-
cades where over half of our campers and their fami-
lies hail from. We have applied for grants from a few 
new foundations and are waiting for their decisions. 
Over 3,000 brochures have been mailed to our past 
and current supporters.  That initial contact has been 
followed up with personal phone calling events on both 
sides of the mountains. We have discussed our cam-
paign with some influential companies and individuals 
and are looking for leads to do more. In short, we are 
making progress but have more work to do. 
 
There, of course, have been some challenges, mostly 
ones all of us can reasonably predict. The state of the 
economy, the drop in annual support to many non prof-
its in the country, and uncertainty of the future eco-
nomic situation have impacted the ability to easily 
raise money. 
 
Here is the good news. In over 100 individual meetings 
with some of the top community leaders in the state, 
especially in the Yakima Valley area, only one did not 
believe that our campaign should be a priority for 
their support. To quote one of these outstanding com-
munity leaders, “These darlings did not have a choice 
to be like they are, and it is up to us to make their 
lives better than it is.” 
 
Today we are continuing to talk to individuals, service 
groups, corporations and foundations to raise the rest 
of the funds to complete our renovation of the lodge. 

We could use any help you may be willing to give or 
have access to. 
 
Let me be more specific. If you personally can help 
facilitate a meeting with a top level decision maker 
within your sphere of influence, please contact us at 
the office and either speak with our Executive Direc-
tor, Diane Eilmes, or our Development Director, Jim 
Beaudoin, as soon as possible. 
 
If you have any family or other personal connections 
to any kind of philanthropic support, please call us. We 
would like to use these connections to help potential 
donors hear about and understand our program and 
this campaign. 
 
You may view information about Camp Prime Time and 
the campaign brochure on our website at 
www.campprimetime.org. 
 
Thank you for your interest, help, and support for the 
families of Camp Prime Time. 
 
See you all at camp soon! 



2010 Camp Schedule 

The camp season is almost ready to begin.  We are excited to welcome two new camper groups to camp this summer.  
It will be a busy place with the usual activities and fun, but then add to it the lodge renovation and general work pro-
jects around camp and you know that Camp Prime Time is growing.  It truly is “a special place for special families.” 

a special place for special families 

 Date Camper Group 

June 4-6 Rett Syndrome 

June 11-13 Ministries for Handicapped 

June 18—20 Parent to Parent—Walla Walla 

June 25-27 Children’s Therapy 

July 9-11 Exceptional Families 

July 16-18 Immune Deficiency Foundation 

July 23-25 Isodicentric 15 and ARC of King  County 

July 30-Aug 1 Good Samaritan—Children’s Therapy 

Aug 6-8 Boy Scout Troop 416 and MPS 

Aug 13-15 Seattle Milal 

Aug 20-22 Pacific Angelman’s Syndrome 

Aug 27-29 Parent to Parent—Lewis County 

Sept 10-12 Northshore Special Families 

Sept 17-19 Down Syndrome Support 

Sept 24-26 SOLA and Autism Support 

Oct 1-3 Candlelighters 

Oct 9 Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 

May 1, 8, 15 Camp Work Parties 

Scenes from Camp Prime Time 
By Shirley Thietje, Camp Manager — It's difficult to say good-bye.  So much of camp is dedicated to providing  a stress-
free, fun time for our campers  that it's easy sometimes to overlook just how fragile life can be, especially for most of our 
campers.  Such was the case with Peter Wehrle.  He'd been coming to camp for about 13 years with his father, Paul, and un-
cle, Steve Ray.  It was a guy bonding thing.  In most ways, Peter was a typical teenager, concerned about his looks and how 
others saw him.  There were some things at camp, especially corral horseback riding, that just weren't cool and he wouldn't 
participate in them.  I used to tease him about going to the corral to at least have his picture taken on a horse and he didn't 
appreciate my attempt at humor in the least.  For his last birthday, (his 16th), he got his hair streaked and was very pleased 
with the way it turned out.  He was a pretty cute kid. 
 
Peter was afflicted with Hunters, a form of MPS (mucopolysaccharidoses).  It's a condition in which the body lacks the en-

zyme needed to allow the cells to dispose of their waste.  Toxic waste builds up 
in the body, destroying it slowly.  I understand Peter was undergoing enzyme 
therapy and the results were promising.  On November 11, 2009 he underwent 
surgery to replace a heart valve and died of complications from the surgery.   
 
You were a cool dude, Peter, in every way and we will miss you. 



How You Can Help 
There are many ways you can contribute to the future of Camp Prime 
Time.  Maybe one of these fits you. 
• A general financial contribution by cash, check or credit card  
• Donation to a special project 

⇒ Capital Projects - Lodge Renovation, Pontoon Boat 
⇒ Endowment Fund - a long term investment 
⇒ Campership fund - help send campers to camp 

• Sponsor a fundraising event - give us a call to discuss your ideas 
• Introduce Prime Time to potential campers and supporters.  We 

would be happy to furnish any materials you may need. 
• In-kind donations, including materials and services, which helps to 

reduce our operating costs.   
• Volunteer - we always appreciate help at camp on the weekends, for 

work parties, and with fundraising events 

Scenes from Lodge Remodel 

We accept 
at camp  

and in the 

office 

The playroom has been demolished in preparation for  

a new playroom, twice the size.   
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Sadly we needed to remove the tree in front of lodge - it 

was too close for the planned second story on the lodge. 

The Lodge - before remodeling began. 

Thinks you should 
know ... 
 

The Office Has Moved -  

Same Address, New Suite.  We’re 

now 6 S 2nd St, Suite 815, Yakima, 

WA  98901 

 

Check us out on our website - 

www.campprimetime.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook - 

www.facebook.com/

CampPrimeTime 
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Prime Time seeks to enrich the lives of families with children who are seriously ill or disabled by providing an outdoor 
wilderness experience where families can enjoy themselves in a supportive atmosphere without financial burden. 
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Sponsor a child  
for a weekend at camp for $160.   

Help them to build memories they won’t forget. 

Work Parties at Camp 
Want to help up at camp but can’t commit to a whole weekend?  Here’s 
your chance.  Come and participate in one of the weekend work parties 
before camp starts.  Many hands make the work easier.  Call or email the 
office if you can help. 
 

Saturday, May 1 & May 8 - general work party 
Saturday, May 15 - general work party; Cabin sponsors meeting and 
open cabins 
 
Plan to bring your tools, brooms, shovels, rakes, work gloves, anything you 
think you might need to get a job done.  We’ll provide lunch and plenty of 
work! 
 
Call 509.248.2854 or families@campprimetime.org to let us know when 
you can be there. 


